Immediate and long-term complications of delayed surgical management in the postpartum period: a retrospective analysis.
To assess the rate of complications of surgical interventions delayed more than 24 h after delivery in women suspected of placental remnants. A retrospective review was performed to analyse complications of delayed surgical interventions. Women were identified from the operation database and their medical records were reviewed to determine the rate of immediate and long-term complications, including reproductive outcome. A total of 127 women were evaluated. The median interval between delivery and surgery was 42 days. Immediate complications were registered in 22.0% and re-interventions in 16.5%. Placental remnants were histologically confirmed in 63.8%. Intrauterine adhesions (IUAs), only of the severe type, were recorded in 20.5%, although a minority of women was hysteroscopically revised. The difference between women treated by dilatation and curettage (D&C) and hysteroscopy was not statistically significant. Similar reproductive outcomes were encountered in women treated by D&C and hysteroscopy and in women with and without IUAs, although the samples were small. Identification of placental remnants remains difficult while delayed interventions are associated with significant immediate and long-term complications. The impact on reproductive performance remains unclear. Further research is necessary to examine treatment options in relation to complications and reproductive outcome.